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Important Dates
February 2, SPIRIT DAY - Wear Your Favorite Football Jersey
February 8, 5th Grade to the Planetarium 
February 8, PTA Meeting, 5:30pm
February 9, (Tentative Date), SPIRIT DAY - 100th Day of School, Dress 
Like You are 100!
February 9, BINGO @Downsville Ruritan, 6:30pm
February 14, Valentine’s Day Lunch ( Social Committee & Friends)
February 21, Grades K & 1 to the Baltimore Aquarium
February 26, SPIRIT DAY - Wear PJ’s
February 27, SPIRIT DAY - Wear a Hat
February 27-March 2, 5th Grade to Outdoor School
February 28, SPIRIT DAY - Wear College Gear or Dress for Success
March 1, SPIRIT DAY - Wear Crazy/Mismatched Socks
March 2, SPIRIT DAY - Dress Like your Favorite Dr. Seuss Character
March 8, PTA Meeting, 5:30pm
March 9, BINGO @ Downsville Ruritan, 6:30pm
March 21, Grades 2&3 Chorus Concert, 5:30pm
March 26 & 27, Grade 2 to Children’s Village
March 28, Leprechaun Leap & T-Buck Activity (20 T-Bucks)
March 28, SPIRIT DAY - Wear Green
April 3-11, Fishers Popcorn Sale

Get the news you need!  We have many tools for communicating with families. Please be sure to sign up for the 
following: 

● Connect 5 - Phone calls and Thursday emails. Please make sure we have your correct number and email 
on file.

● Facebook - www.facebook.com/Fountain-Rock-Elementary-100345960393387/
● FRE website - www.fountainrock.weebly.com. We post pictures from events here, staff emails are here, etc.!
● Parent & Student Vue - Gradebook & Attendance Information.  Please contact the front office if you are 

having trouble logging in.
● Instagram - #frethunderbirds
● Remind - This is the system we use for full school field trips & after school activities. Again, we need your 

correct email address or cell number on file!

Students in K 
and 1 are 
creating 

artwork to be 
displayed in the 

front lobby to 
help us 

celebrate Black 
History Month.

About Mrs. Hilmoe:
I was born on Long Island, New York 

and moved to Hagerstown when I was 
11 years old. I met and married my 

husband, Monte in Hagerstown and 
we have been married for almost 29 

years. We have 4 grown children 
ranging in age from 19-26. Teaching 

was a natural second career for me as 
my children became older and more 

independent. I have been teaching for 
11 years. This is my first year in 3rd 

grade and I love it.
 We also are parents to 2 black 

Labrador Retrievers. In my spare time 
I volunteer for 2 Labrador Retriever 

rescues as an Adoption Coordinator, 
foster parent, and transporter. 

Mr. Hilmoe and I are avid RV'ers and 
enjoy traveling the country,  with our 

dogs, in our travel trailer. We 
especially enjoy the coastal areas and 

finding lighthouses to explore. This 
past summer our adventures lead to 
my first time parasailing and white 

water rafting!  When we are not on an 
adventure you can be sure to find me 
on the beach or around the pool with 

a good book in my hands.
I am excited to be a part of the staff 

at Fountain Rock Elementary School!

http://www.facebook.com/Fountain-Rock-Elementary-100345960393387/
http://www.conococheagueelementaryschool.weebly.com


INSTRUCTION & LITERACY!
What’s Happening in K in February

Math: Beginning Addition: Combinations of 10, 
Using Objects to Add and Subtract

Social Studies: Geography
ELA: Describe the relationship between 

illustrations and the text, author’s purpose, and 
comparing texts

 Writing – How to’s
 

What’s Happening in Gr. 1 in February
Math - Composing and partitioning shapes
Science - Understanding sound while planning 
and conducting investigations
Reading - Developing a deeper understanding of 
literary texts while comparing and contrasting

What’s Happening in Gr. 3 in February
Writing- Writing opinion pieces in which students 

make a claim and support with evidence. 
Social Studies- Analyzing various cultures and 

perspectives, developing and explaining timelines, and 
investigating the past.

ELA- Reading complex texts in order to compare and 
contrast elements of both literary and informational

texts. Using text structure to better understand a text 
(plot, characters, setting, theme, description,

chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution).

What’s Happening in Gr. 2 in February
Math: measuring and estimating lengths of objects

Social Studies: explaining how to make great 
economic choices about goods and services

Reading: asking and answering questions to show 
understanding of key details in a text

Writing: writing with reasons to support our opinions

What’s Happening in Gr. 5 in February
Math: Computing with fractions and decimals
Social Studies: Examine the causes leading up 

the American Revolution
Reading: Read, comprehend, and analyze 
complex literary and informational texts.  
Field Trips:  Planetarium – February 8 and 

Outdoor School – February 27-March 2

What’s Happening in Gr. 4 in February
Reading: Reading Fiction & Non-Fiction texts, summarizing the text, & quoting the sources and facts in responses

Writing: Narrative writing with a focus on dialog, sentence structure, and editing
Math: Wrapping up Fractions & Moving on to Measurement

Science: Waves (Sound & Physical)

INTERMEDIATE BOOK TALK

by Isabella Short

Who is J.K. Rowling?

I read the book “Who is J. K. 

Rowling” and she stood up to bullies 

as a teen. She was little but had a big 

imagination. She is the lady who wrote 

Harry Potter. Read the story to know 

what she went through in life to get 

this far.

INTERMEDIATE BOOK TALK

By Kaylee Behnke

Dork Diaries/WCD News

I read this AMAZING book! Nikki 

Maxwell is queen of the books. Nikki 

is spending time at the school North 

Hills as part of the school transfer 

program. Nikk’s worst nightmare 

happened with Mackenzie. Read this 

book to find out more!



LITERACY, PTA NEWS, & OTHER
What our AWESOME PTA has 

sponsored for us to date:
Smithsonian Field Trip

Fall Harvest Dance
Supplies for Teachers

Back to School Luncheon
Holiday Luncheon

Pavilion Picnic Tables
Raz-Kids

Book Recommendation
Refugee by Alan Gratz

This ambitious, harrowing page-turner 
is chock-full of historical information, 

and it succeeds in providing a vivid 
window onto the lives of three 

fictional child refugees. Author Alan 
Gratz alternates the three stories set 

in different countries and time 
periods, keeping the chapters in 

Refugee short and ending each on a 
cliffhanger, which makes them easy to 

follow. Gratz writes fast-paced, 
suspenseful fiction while involving us 

with characters who seem like real, 
relatable kids. Though he never lets up 

on his characters, who face new 
danger at each page turn, all the kids 
travel with their families, so there's 

comfort in that. He also skillfully 
manages to loosely relate the 

different stories and characters at the 
end, which adds to the poignancy and 

satisfaction.

Book Recommendations for K-2

The Day the Crayons Quit (This book rocks!!), Drew 

Daywalt

Goodnight Moon, (A true classic.), Margaret Wise 

Brown

The Very Hungry Caterpillar (One of Mrs. Jackson’s 

favorites!), Eric Carle

Book Recommendations for 3-5

Charlotte’s Web (Need we say more!), E. B. White

Because of Winn-Dixie, Kate Dicamillo

A Wrinkle in Time (It’s now a movie!), Madeleine 

L'Engle Did you know that we have run, or are 
going to run the following after school 

clubs?

● K&1 Basketball
● 2&3 Basketball
● 4&5 Basketball
● 101 Dalmatians

● Grades 2&3 Writing Boot Camp
● Primary Art Night

● Intermediate Art Night
● Primary Pottery Night

● Intermediate Pottery Night
● Kindergarten & Gr. 1 Black 

History Month Club
● Gr. 4 & 5 Women’s History 

Month Girl’s Club

These clubs are only possible because 
of our AMAZING teachers who 

volunteer their own time.

Parents please be sure 

that your child wears a 

winter coat everyday. We 

go outside, except for 

when it is raining, every 

day!

“Whenever you read a 
good book, 

somewhere in the 
world a door opens to 
allow in more light,” 

Vera Nazarian

Valentine Parties:
Yes! Parties can still 

happen and will still be 
fun but there will be no 

food! Please do NOT 
send in any Valentine’s 

that have candy. 
Pencils, small trinkets, 

etc., are fine!

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS756US756&q=Madeleine+L%27Engle&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCq0MC5SAjMNC0py4rVkspOt9JPy87P1y4syS0pS8-LL84uyrRJLSzLyiwDiLyCzNgAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiW-rC90MjYAhXG7CYKHfcBA3AQmxMI_gEoATAg
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS756US756&q=Madeleine+L%27Engle&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCq0MC5SAjMNC0py4rVkspOt9JPy87P1y4syS0pS8-LL84uyrRJLSzLyiwDiLyCzNgAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiW-rC90MjYAhXG7CYKHfcBA3AQmxMI_gEoATAg





